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Letter from The Chairman
Dear Harriers,


It is that time of year again when we send out the reminders for the payment of subscriptions for the following year. So attached to this letter is next years subscriptions letter and a number of other reminders about social events coming up during the Christmas and New Year period.


The committee has decided that subscriptions for 2011 will have to increase due to various cost increases in the running of the club. I would like to take this opportunity to remind old hands and to explain to newer members what the subscriptions have to cover.


Part of the subscription goes to England Athletics as a registration, which allows athletes to compete in races at the £2, reduced fee and also enter leagues and championships. The club pays for all entries into the North Staffs Cross Country League and the Birmingham League. We also pay for entries into all Championship races i.e. Staffordshire Championships, Midland Championships and National Championships, for seniors and juniors. All our kit is subsidized and we pay Stafford Council to allow us to use Rowley Park Stadium on Mondays and Wednesdays. We also pay St Leonard’s Social Club for the use of the facilities for training nights on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and social events such as the Annual Dinner are also subsidized.


So you can see that your subscriptions do stretch a long way and it is the increase in the various prices we are being charged that has necessitated the slight increase in the subscriptions, which is the first for four years. 


I would like also to take this opportunity to let the newer members know that anyone in the club can use the showers and the bar facilities at St Leonard’s Social club on a Tuesday and Thursday. It would be nice to see some of you after the training run to have a drink and a chat. All members are also encouraged to have a go at the Cross Country League races we enter. The more runners we can get to turn out the better for the whole team, you don’t have to be one of the counters to help the team out. Every place counts. 


It is pleasing to see so many Harriers out training and entering races and I hope that you are all happy with the way the club is being run. We will be having our AGM in January and I would like to take this opportunity to invite you all to come along and anyone who feels that they would like to help us out by becoming a committee member then please let us know. The current committee is not getting any younger and we are always looking for new blood.


So here’s wishing you all an injury free 2011 and I hope the club continues to grow and be as successful as it has over the past 12 months.

Pete Burns (Chairman)

